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Bible – an Authentic Book

1.No sugar coating to narratives – tell it as it is.

2.No editing to look good.



Book of  Acts





“OK …. What  Now?”

1. Overview of Acts 1-8
2. From the eyes of an ordinary believer
3. Lessons for us – here and now



Acts 1 – Ascension of Christ



Acts 1 – Choosing of Matthias



Acts 2 – Pentecost



Acts 2:42 - 47



Acts 3 – Healing of Crippled Beggar



Acts 3 – Peter’s Sermon



Acts 4 – Peter & John Arrested



Acts 5 – Ananias & Sapphira



Acts 6 – Choosing of the Seven



Acts 7 – Stephen Martyred 



Acts 8 – Persecution Widened



“OK …. What  Now?”

… from the eyes of an ordinary believer…



From the eyes of an ordinary believer:

1. Exponential growth

2. Exemplary community life

3. Essential holiness

4. Escalating persecution



1. Exponential growth

1. Acts 1:15 – Group of 120 in Upper 
Room.

2. Acts 2:41 – 3,000 added

3. Acts 2:47 – the Lord added to their 
numbers daily

4. Acts 4:4 – 5,000 



120

3,000

5,000



From the eyes of an ordinary believer:

1. Exponential growth

2. Exemplary community life



2. Exemplary Community Life
(Acts 2:42-47)

1. Apostles’ Teaching

2. Fellowship

3. Breaking of bread

4. Prayer

5. Sharing possessions

Meet in Temple 
Courts

Meet & eat in 
homes

Gladness & 
sincere hearts

Praise God & 
enjoy favour of 
all people 



From the eyes of an ordinary believer:

1. Exponential growth

2. Exemplary community life

3. Essential holiness



3. Essential holiness
1. God’s purification

2. Fear 

3. Outcome: 

• Eph 5:3-5 (not even a hint…)

• Col 3:5 (Put to death…)



From the eyes of an ordinary believer:

1. Exponential growth

2. Exemplary community life

3. Essential holiness

4. Escalating persecution



4. Escalating persecution
1. Peter & John – Acts 4 

2. Apostles – Acts 5 (Peter & the other 
apostles, all 12, V 29)

3. Stoning of Stephen – Acts 7:54ff

4. Great persecution against the church 
at Jerusalem



4. Escalating persecution

The believers’ response:

1. Prayer – for boldness (Acts 4:29)

2. One in heart & mind (Acts 4:32)

3. “Business as usual” (Acts 5:42) 

4. “Scattered” (Acts 8:1)

5. Preached wherever they went; e.g. 
Philip. (Acts 8:2)



“OK …. What  Now?”

… Lessons for us – here and now…



1. Prerequisite for growth

2. Preserving Holiness (Church 
discipline)

3. Persecution: Respond & Prepare



1. Prerequisite for growth
1. Holy Spirit

2. Bible-centered Teaching  

3. Christ-centered Fellowship  

4. Prayer



2. Preserving Holiness (Church 
discipline)

1. Spiritual discernment of leaders

2. Boldness of leaders

3. Humility & yieldedness of 
members



3. Persecution: Respond & Prepare
1. Reality

2. Global & local

3. Escalating

Matt 24:9

John 15:18

John 15:20b

“More Christians died for the faith in the          
20th century than in the previous 19 centuries     

of Christian history combined.”



WORLD WATCH LIST 2017



WORLD WATCH LIST 2017



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MJ7ZUo4Wx-Y









Westminster Bridge in London, Britain 
March 22, 2017.



May 26 – Coptic Christians killed  



An ISIS group took over Marawi (a Philippine 
city near Sabah) on 23 May, 2017

… and Malaysia is worried



Ps Raymond Koh, abducted on Feb 13

118 
days



Ps Joshua & 
Ruth Hilmy

Nov 2016 (KL)

Ps Raymond 
Koh

Feb 2017 (PJ)

En Amri Che 
Mat

Nov 2016 (Perlis)





Kamarul Zaman Yusoff 







SARAWAK 
CHRISTIAN EVENT 

CANCELLED 
AFTER 

‘JERUSALEM 
JUBILEE’ BAN



3. Persecution: Respond & Prepare
1. Do not be “cowed” & retreat

2. SOP

3. Deepen our relationship with Jesus

• Forward looking (Heb 11:35-39)

• For the joy set before us (Heb 12:2)



3. Persecution: Respond & Prepare

4. Know the Scriptures, especially 
Revelation… “We Win!!”

5. Inter-faith Relationship & dialogue 

6. Prepare our next-Gen

• Family

• Church / Ministry



Watch
Pray

Be Ready

Conclusion




